The fundamental imbedding problem for manifolds is to classify the imbeddings of an ^-manifold into a g-manifold under ambient isotopy. We announce here that the differentiable and topological cases of this problem for differentiable manifolds are the same if 2q>3(n+l) andgè8.
This follows from Theorem 2 below which states that a locally flat imbedding of a compact differentiable manifold M n into a differentiable manifold Q 9 is ambient isotopic to a differentiable imbedding if 2q>3(n + l) and g à 8. Since this ambient isotopy may be chosen arbitrarily close to the identity map, the set of differentiable imbeddings is dense in the set of locally flat imbeddings of M n in Q q . It will then follow that two locally flat imbeddings of M n into Q q are ambient isotopic if they are homotopic; hence the classification problem reduces to a problem in homotopy theory. 
